the ligand. The bulky phenyl substituents in the 6-position of the pyridine and at the imino Ν atom are twisted with regard to the pyridine ring with the dihedral angles of 71.8° and 93.2°, respectively. Both phenyl rings form a dihedral angle of 60.2°. The shortening of C6-N2 bond (1.27 A) indicates the imino function and the Pd-Nimino bond is slightly shorter than the Pd-Npyndine bond. Three uncoordinated dichloromethane molecules per complex molecule were found. The absolute structure was confirmed by a value of Flack parameter χ = 0.00(4). 
Source of material A stirred solution of 0.229 g (0.81 mmol) of (2,6-diisopropylphenyl)-[6-(2,6-dimethyl-phenyl)-pyridine-2-yl-methylene]-amine and 0.223 g (0.79 mmol) of [PdChCOD] in 30 mL of THF was heated at 70 °C for 18 h. The solvent was removed under vacuum and the residue washed with hexane, then dissolved in 50 mL of dichloromethane and filtered over quartz. The resulting orange solution was concentrated and yellow-orange needle-shaped crystals were grown at -25 °C (yield 76 %, m.p. 255 °C).
Discussion
Neutral metal complexes of iminopyridine ligands, for instance the title complex, have been introduced recently since they were used as catalysts for bis-alkoxycarbonylation of styrene [1] , selective oligomerization of ethylene [2] [3] and for atom transfer radical polymerization [4] . The palladium centres are coordinated by a chelating iminopyridine ligand [5] and by two chloro ligands. The palladium atom lies in the coordination N2CI2 plane (only 0.097 A deviations above). The sum of the binding angles is 360°. The chelating angle Npyndme-Pd-Nimjno is 80.57° and reflects the small size of (7) 0.056 (6) 
